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Far West Water and Sewer, Inc. ("Far West") hereby files copies of correspondence with 

the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality ("ADEQ") concerning the compliance status 

of Far West's jurisdictional facilities. 

The first attachment is an October 2 1,20 13, letter from ADEQ to Far West stating that 

ADEQ is closing its Notice of Opportunity to Correct concerning Far West's Water system. It 

states, in part: "ADEQ has determined that substantial compliance has been achieved as 

requested in the NOC." 

The second letter attached is dated October 25,2013, and is from Marcia Colquitt 

(ADEQ's Manager of Water Quality Data and Enforcement Unit) to John LeSueur (ACC 

Assistant Utilities Division Director). It states that, based on Far West's self-reported data: 

ADEQ finds that the Palm Shadows, Villa Royal, Marwood, Section 14, Seasons, and 
Del Oro WWTPs are not currently in violation at a level at which ADEQ will take an 
action or issue a Notice of Opportunity to Correct or Notice of Violation to Far West 
Water and Sewer, Inc. 

The next attachments are letters dated October 22,2013, from Ms. Colquitt to Mr. 

LeSueur concerning the compliance status for each of Far West's wastewater treatment plants, 

followed by Far West's November 5,2013, letters to Ms. Colquitt concerning each plant.' 

The attachments referenced in each November 5 letter are voluminous and are not attached. They will be 
provided to any party upon request. 



Respectfully submitted on November 6,201 3, by: 

Original and 13 copies filed 
on November 6,20 13, with: 

Arizona Corporation Commission 
Docket Control 
1200 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Copies mailed 
on November 6,201 3, to: 

Wesley C. Van Cleve 
Legal Division 
Arizona Corporation Commission 
1200 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
wvancleve@azcc.gov 

Michelle L. Wood 
Residential Utility Consumer Office 
1 1 10 West Washington Street, Suite 220 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
mwood@;azruco.gov 

Robert C. Gilkey/Barbara S. Gilkey 
14784 E. 49th Street 
Yuma, AZ 85367 
BOBnBARB325@,aol.com 

Rodney Taylor 
Kim Taylor 
11440 East 26th Lane 
Yuma, AZ 85367 

Jerry S. Durden 
12789 E. 46th St. 
Yuma, AZ 85367 

Craig A. Mark$ 
Craig A. Marks, PLC 
10645 N. Tatwn Blvd., Suite 200-676 
Phoenix, AZ 85028 

Craig.Marks@,azbar.org - 

Attorney for Far West Water & Sewer Company 

(480) 367-1956 

Robin R. Mitchell 
Legal Division 
Arizona Corporation Commission 
1200 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
rmitchellO,azcc.gov 

Jeffery W. Crockett, Esq. 
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck 
One East Washington Street, Ste.2400. 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
jcrockettO,bhfs.com - 

Robert Rist 
9593 East 34th Place 
Yuma, AZ 853 65 
bobandioanrist@,grnail.com 

Seth Davis 
Barbara Davis 
2006 South Arboleda Drive 
Merced, CA 95341 

Craig A. Marks/ 

2 

mailto:wvancleve@azcc.gov
mailto:mwood@;azruco.gov
mailto:BOBnBARB325@,aol.com
mailto:Craig.Marks@,azbar.org
http://rmitchellO,azcc.gov
http://jcrockettO,bhfs.com
mailto:bobandioanrist@,grnail.com


D E  PA^^^ E NT 
QF 

I  TAL QUALITY 
11 10 West W a ~ ~ ~ n $ ~ ~ n  Street Phoenix, Arizona ~ ~ 0 ~ 7  

(602) 771 -2350 * w w w . a z ~ ~ q . ~ # v  
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October 2 1,20 13 Case ID #: 14031 1 
Place ID: 5792 
Water System #: 14-004 

Far West Water & Sewage Co., Inc.: PWS 14-004 
Attention: Andrew Capestro 
12486 S. Foothills Blvd. 
Yuma, AZ 85367-6002 

Subject: Closure of the Notice of Opportunity to Correct, Far West Water & Sewage Co., Inc. 

Dear Mr. Capestro: 

The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) has closed the Notice of 
Opportunity to Correct (NOC) issued to Far West Water & Sewage Co., Inc. on August 22, 
2013. ADEQ has determined that substantial compliance has been achieved as requested in the 
NOC. 

ADEQ will not proceed with further action at this time. However, if additional information 
regarding the alleged violations is discovered, or if further violations occur, ADEQ may 
reconsider its position and take additional action as appropriate and as allowed by law. 

Should you have any comments or questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (520) 
770-3 126. 

Sincerely, 

Milena Sousa, Manager 
Regional Compliance Unit 
ADEQ Southern Regional Office 

cc: Mindi Cross, Manager, WQCS, WQD, ADEQ 
Vivian Adams, DWMPU, DWS, WQD, ADEQ 

Southern Regional Office 
400 West Congress Street Suite 433 Tucson, AZ 85701 

(520) 628-6733 

Printed on recycled paper 
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FAR WEST WATER & SEWER, INC. 

November 5, 2013 

Marcia Colquit 
Water Quality Enforcement Unit 
Water Quality Compliance Section 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
I 1 10 W. Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Re: Compliance Status for Far West Water and Sewer, Inc. 
Del Oro WWTP, Inventory number I01  816 

Dear Ms. Colquit, 

After consulting with Tracy Bunch of your office, the operators of the Del Oro 
WWTP have been able to correct the m of the reporting deficiencies referenced in 
your letter to John LeSueur, Assistant tor, the Corporation Commission’s Utilities 
Division, dated October 22, 2013. The meeting was very helpful in resolving issues 
concerning the re rting of weekends, as well as other reporting issues that came to 
light from your letter to Mr. LeSueur. 

Attached are amended reports for items numbered 1, 4, 5, 8, 9, IO, 11 , 12. 13, 
16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22 of that letter. Those reports should now correct and/or 
resolve the issues raised in your letter. 

For items 2, there was a high TKW level which was due to having power 
interrupted for the mixers in the above ground tank bioreactor. The power to the mixers 
had tripped off because of a power surge. Power was restored and the mixers are now 
working properly. 

For items 3 and 7, turbidity levels spiked on three separate days and therefore 
exceeded the limits set for the Del Oro WWTP. The spikes were caused by damaged 
membrane fibers. To rectify the problem, the membrane cassettes were removed and 
the broken fibers were repaired. 

For item 6, fecal coliform exceeded the limit set for this plant. This exceedance 
was caused by the UV system not functioning properly. To function properly, the UV 
system must be cleaned periodically with citric acid. On this occasion, the citric acid did 

12486 S. Foothills Blvd. e Yuma, Arizona 85367 Tel928-342-1238 Fax 928-342-7108 



not fully clean the UV system. To rectify this, the citric acid cleaning time has been 
extended and the days of cleaning with citric acid have also been increased. 

For item 14, fecal coliform was found above the limit allowed by the permit. 
Those samples were taken and analyzed by Fresh Terra, the lab employed by Far 
West. Far West suspected that there was a possibility of the samples being 
contaminated before testing. To eliminate that possibility in the future, Far West has 
instituted strict retrieval procedures, requiring that samples in the future be obtained by 
an operator employed by Far West, not by an employee of Fresh Terra; that the 
sampler be disinfected with a chlorine solution before each use; and that the sampler be 
flushed with the effluent stream three times before the sample is taken, after which the 
sample is placed in a sterile container. In addition, Far West has employed a lab 
technician certified by the State of Arizona to conduct such tests. This will ensure timely 
results without the problems of suspected contamination, as well as allow for the 
opportunity to retest the effluent in the case where a positive result above the limit is 
obtained. 

For item 15, the PH3 went over the accepted range on two separate days 
because of chlorine residual in the membrane tank. Chlorine bleach is used to clean 
the membranes and was still present when the system was placed back in service. 

If you have any additional questions, do not hesitate to contact me. Isaac 
Yocupicio, our Waste Water Plant Supervisor, has sent this material directly to Tracy 
Bunch for review. 

p7 Sincerely, i "i " 
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T WATER 8 SEWER, IhlC. 

November 5,2013 

Marcia Colquit 
Water Quality Enforcement Unit 
Water Quality Compliance Section 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
1 1  10 W. Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Re: Compliance Status for Far West Water and Sewer, lnc. 
Marwood WWTP, Inventory number 102829 

Dear Ms. Colquit, 

consuiting with Tracy Bunch of your office, the operators of the Marwood 
been able to correct the majority of the reporting deficiencies referenced in 

your letter to John LeSueur, Assistant Director, the Corporation Commission’s Utilities 
Division, dated October 22, 2013. The meeting was very helpful in resolving issues 
concerning the reporting of weekends, as well as other reporting issues that came to 
light from your letter to Mr, LeSueur. 

Attached are amended reports for items numbered 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, IO, 13, 14, 15, 
and 16 of that letter. Those reports should now correct and/or resolve the issues raised 
in your letter. 

Of the remaining 5 items, 2 are for turbidity excee 
coliform exceedances. As pointed out in your letter, the per 
was issued for Class B Rec 

ces and 3 are for fecal 
for the Marwood w p  

ter Standards, but somehow Class A+ Standards 
advertently added to the discharge table for this 
non-detect for fecal coliform in 4 out of 7 daily 
f 5, and an average turbidity of 2 in a 24 hour 

ber 18, 2012 corrected these mistakes, and 
ting altogether, increased the single sample 
nged the 4 out of 7 daily samples maximum 

The operators of the Marwood WWTP will be able to meet for fecal coliform to 200. 
these corrected standards. 



If you have any additional questions, do not hesitate to contact me. Isaac 
Yocupicio, our Waste Water Plant Supervisor, has sent this material directly to Tracy 
Bunch for review. 

,’ Since re1 y , 



AQUIFER PROTECTION PERMIT NO. P-$02829 
p. 15 of 21 

4.0 TABLES OF MONITORlNG REQUIREhlEKVT'S 
TABLE 1 

DISCI-lARGE PI4ONITORING 

1,ongitucie 
Sampling Point 

Nuinber Identification Latiiude 
1 Point of discharge fiom the dismfection 32" 37' 38" North I13"23' 29" West 

unit to the effluent storage ponds 

1 Parameter Alert Level Discharge Units j Sampi-Zq i Limit I Freyuenc? Frequency 

Flow Reserved I Reserved 1 mgd 3aily Quarterly 

Flow NIA 0.34 mgd Dailv <l~diTerlq 
_l_l_l 

Nutrients, Coliform & Turbidity: 

Total Nitrogen' Reserved Reserved 

Q ~iarterlj 

firtui-ter 1) 

rota1 Kjeldahl Nitrogen (TKN) Reserved 1 Reserved 

Fecal Coliforni Yon-detect Yon-detect CFU 
(:n 4 of last 7 daily samples) 

-.3---.. 

QibrkrI j  -i- Quxterly 

Fecal Coliform Reserved 1 23 I CFU ~ ~ ~ i ~ - ~  
(in 4 of last 7 daily samples) 

Turbidity' (max at any time) Reserved 1 5 KTU Daily' 

1 Turbidity (24hour average) 1 Reserved 1 2 I NTU 1 1 Quaeilq 

' Total Kitrogen is equal IO ?kh-ale-Nit&e-K plus TKN 

Meaiis ebery day m vr hich a saniple can be taken and analyzed as long as no fewer Khan four sany les arc tdkeii 
aiid analyzedper calendar week If the pemttee samples the reclaiiiied water for fecal cohfom more rhan four 
days per week, then all sample results shall be mcluded on the SMRF 

Means every da> in which a saniple can be taken and analyzed. as long as no fewer than f o u  samples are lakeii 
and analyzed per calendar week. If the permttee samples the reclaimed water for fecal coliform mol e than four 
days per week, then all saniple results shall be mcluded on the SMRF 

' 

' Appropriate techiohgy for turbidity monitoring shall be an instrument with a si,gnal averaging t:nx not 
exceedmg 120 seconds 

' Means continuous readings 24-hours per day; to be reported as the highest number recoi ded iii zaLh ?4-hOa 
penod. 

" Means continuous readings 24-hours per day; to be reported as the 24-hour average 



1 Monthly 
Calculatioii 5.34 

.--I__ 

Reserved mgi! 

Flow: ILIonthly Average' N!4 

Reserved 

Nitrate-Nitrite as N Reserved Reserved 

k c a l  Colifonn (BADCTj 
(Single sample ~naxirnum) I i I 

Dailv I (Juni-ri iy CFU or Reserved 1 800 1 MPN 1 

' K4ontli!y aveiage of dail) flow vdlues 
' Total Nitrogen is equal to Nitrdte-Nitrite-hi plus TKh 
' I f  at lead four of the iasl seven samples ale equal to or less than 100 CFU oi MPI4 per 100 nil, r q m r  * 

I f  nt least foul of iliz 'idst 5 dpprop~iate space on the SMRF (indicating that the staridard has beeii m 
snniples are ediei than or equal to 200 CFlJ oi MPN per 100 ml, r epoi 
YMRF (rndicating that the standard has nrot been met t 
CFI 1 = Colony Formirig Lnits per 100 nil. h4PN = Mojt Probable Kumber per 100 ml 

malqzed per calendar week If the pelinittee samples the effluent for fecal col~fonri more than  f,)ur 3:i 
then all sample results shall be included on the SMRF 

' If at leas1 four of the last seven samples dre equal to or less than 200 CFU or MPN per 100 nil, I L port ' 
nppropi late space on the SMRF (indicating that the stadard has been met) If at least fotlr 01 rlie iast st 1 c : ~  

uniples are greater than 200 CFU or MPK per 100 ml, report "iio ' in the appropi late space 011 the Sl\?Itl 
i IndiLatrng that the standard has not been mctj 

' I or fecal coliform, "daily" sdmpling means every day i n  which a sample cdn piacticabl~ bc: obtdinec' mL! i l ~ ! ! \  

i n  sufficienl time for proper aiiafysis, procrdcd that no 'ess than l'oui samples 111 each seven-cia\ [ J ? m d  ( 1 1 ~  

obid in?d  and aiialvLcd 

no" in the appropriate spdcce o r  !nz 

' 
' Means even' daq in which a sample can be taken and analyzed as long as no fewer than Fotii ,dirq3lm ale d e n  ,irid 
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FAR WEST WATER & SEWER, INC. 

November 5,2013 

Marcia Colquit 
Water Quality Enforcement Unit 
Water Quality Compliance Section 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
11 10 W. Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Re: Compliance Status for Far West Water and Sewer, Inc. 
Seasons WWTP, Inventory number 10361 8 

Dear Ms. Colquit, 

After consulting with Tracy Bunch of your office, the operators of the Seasons 
W P  have been able to correct the majority of the reporting deficiencies referenced in 
your letter to John LeSueur, Assistant Director, the Corporation Commission’s Utilities 
Division, dated October 22, 2013. The meeting was very helpful in resolving issues 
relating to reporting that came to light from your letter to Mr. LeSueur. 

Attached are amended reports for items numbered 1, 2, and 5. Those reports 
should now correct and/or resolve the issues raised in your letter. As shown in the 
attached excerpt from the consent Order, Far West was allowed to operate the Seasons 
WVVTP with a maximum flow of 70,000 gpd. Based upon this criteria, the Seasons 
WWTP did not exceed the monthly flow for the months cited. 

The remaining issues concerning total nitrogen and total kjeldahl nitrogen are 
being addressed pursuant to the Consent Judgment entered October 14, 201 3 which 
requires the completion of an upgraded membrane filtration plant at this site. 

If you have any additional questions, do not hesitate to contact me. Isaac 
Yocupicio, our Waste Water Plant Supervisor, has sent this material directly to Tracy 
Bunch for review. 

12486 S .  Foorhills Blvd. Yuma, Arizona 85367 0 Tel928-342-1238 Fax 928-342-7108 
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FAR WEST WATER & SEWER, INC. I 
November 5, 2013 

Marcia Colquit 
Water Quality Enforcement Unit 
Water Quality Compliance Section 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
11 10 W. Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Re: Compliance Status for Far West Water and Sewer, Inc. 
Section 14 WWTP, Inventory number 105014 

Dear Ms. Colquit, 

After consulting with Tracy Bunch of your office, the operators of the Section 14 
WWTP have been able to correct the majority of the reporting deficiencies referenced in 
your letter to John LeSueur, Assistant Director, the Corporation Commission’s Utilities 
Division, dated October 22, 2013. The meeting was very helpful in resolving issues 
concerning the reporting of weekends, as well as other reporting issues that came to 
light from your letter to Mr. LeSueur. 

Attached are amended reports for items numbered 1, 2, 3, 9, I O ,  I 1  and 12 of 
that letter. Those reports should now correct andlor resolve the issues raised in your 
letter. For items 5, 7 and 8, fecal coliform was found above the limit allowed by the 
permit. Those samples were taken and analyzed by Fresh Terra, the lab employed by 
Far West. Far West suspected that there was a possibility of the samples being 
contaminated before testing. To eliminate that possibility in the future, Far West has 
instituted strict retrieval cedures, requiring that samples in the future be obtained by 
an operator employed Far West, not by an employee of Fresh Terra; that the 
sampler be disinfected with a chlorine solution before each use; and that the sampler be 
flushed with the effluent stream three times before the sample is taken, after which the 
sample is placed in a sterile container. In addition, Far West has employed a lab 
technician certified by the State of Arizona to conduct such tests. This will ensure timely 
results without the problems of suspected contamination, as well as allow for the 
opportunity to retest the effluent in the case where a positive result above the limit is 
obtained. 

The final two items, 4 and 6, are for discharge limit exceedances above the 
Rolling Mean for Total Nitrogen, Far West has addressed these problems as shown in 

12486 S .  Foothills Blvd. a Yuma, Arizona 85367 Tel928-342-1238 Fax 928-342-7108 I 



the attached report, and has been working with its consulting engineer to resolve that 
problem on a going-forward basis. 

If you have any additional questions, do not hesitate to contact me. Isaac 
Yocupicio, our Waste Water Plant Supervisor, has sent this material directly to Tracy 
Bunch for review. 

Sincerely, 
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janice K. Brewer Henry R. Darwin 
Governor Director 
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Arizona Corporation Commission 
Mr. John LeSueur, Assistant Utilities Division 
1200 W. Washington 

" -I-̂  Phaenix -L----- Arizona 85 - 1-1 _ _ ~  - " -  I 
TP, Inventory 

Place ID number 

Dear Mr. LeSueur, I 
Your request for evaluation compl atus for the above is completed. Our 
records indicate that above facility has an 
on 2/06/1938. 

Pro tecti ) number 14559 issued 

results that have been submitted 
monitoring violations during the 

period as follows. 

arter of 20 12 at 

ecal EEO Mean during the t of 2012 at monitoring 

fourth quarter of 20i2 at monitoring 

9, Missing one week result for Fecal Coliform GEO Mean during fourth quarter of 2012 at 
monitoring point 15296, Del Ray effluent. 

400 West Congr Tucson, AZ 85701 
628-6733 

d on recycled paper I 



Page 20f 2 

10. Missing one week result for F 

e first quarter af 2013 at 

13. Missing one week 

Far West Water and 
Quality, entered into 
First Amended Cons 

It should be understood that the complia 
based upon monitoring results or a facil 
most current information avaiIable, 

of a 
ion. 

may change from time to time 
pliance review is based on the 

UL Sincerely, A 

Marcia Colquitt, Man 
Water Quality Data a 

cc: Andrew J. Capestto, Far West & Sewer, hc. 
Facility file 



I & 

4 

FAR WEST WATER & SEWER, INC. 

November 5,2013 

Marcia Colquit 
Water Quality Enforcement Unit 
Water Quality Compliance Section 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
11 10 W. Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Re: Compliance Status for Far West Water and Sewer, Inc. 
Villa Royal WWTP, Inventory number 100221 

Dear Ms. Colquit, 

After consulting with Tracy Bunch of your office, the operators of the Villa Royal 
and Del Rey W P s  have been able to correct the majority of the reporting deficiencies 
referenced in your fetter to John eur, Assistant Director, the Corporation 
Commission’s Utilities Division, dated er 22, 2013. The meeting was very helpful 
in resolving issues concerning the reporting of weekends, as well as other reporting 
issues that came to light from your letter to Mr. LeSueur. 

Attached are amended reports f items numbered 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, I O ,  11, 
12, and 13 of that letter. Those reports should now correct and/or resolve the issues 
raised in your letter. For item 3, fecal coliform was found above the limit allowed by the 
permit. Those samples were taken and analyzed by Fresh Terra, the lab employed by 
Far West. Far suspected that there was a possibility of the samples being 
contaminated be sting. To eliminate that possibility in the future, Far West has 
instituted strict r procedures, requiring that samples in the future be obtained by 
an operator e by Far West, not by an employee of Fresh Terra; that the 
sampler be disinfected with a chlorine salution before each use; and that the sampler be 
flushed with the effluent stream three times before the sample is taken, after which the 
sample is placed in a sterile container. In addition, Far West has employed a lab 
technician certified by the State of Arizona to conduct such tests. This will ensure timely 
results without the problems of suspected contamination, as well as allow for the 
opportunity to retest the effluent in the case where a positive result above the limit is 
obtained. 
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If you have any additional questions, do not hesitate to contact me. Isaac 
Yocupicio, our Waste Water Plant Supervisor, has sent this material directly to Tracy 
Bunch for review. 

S ince rely, n 

Andrew J. C a p d r o  / 



Janice K. Brewer 
Governor Director 

Review of the APP reporting 
the period of 7/1/2012 throug 

g results that have been sub 
y violations. The 

I facility is in cornpl ng results submitted to ADEQ. 

October 22,2013 

Arizona Corporation Commission 
Mr. John LeSueur, 
1200 w, 
Phoenix, 

Far West Water and Sewer, Inc., ("Fa 
entered into First Arne 
Consent Judgment, which was signed b 
compliance schedule for actions to be pe 

a Department of Environmental Quality, 
1676. The First Amended 

r 14,2013, establishes a scope and 
Palm Shadows u7wTP. 

It should be understood that the complian 

information available. 
upon inmitoring results or a facility in t 

Sincerely, A 

Mar& Colquitt, Man 
Water Quality Data and Enforcement Unit 

cc: Andrew J. Capestro, Far West Water & Sewer, Inc. 
Facility file 
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